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In the wake of the Las Vegas shooting, there is a bi-partisan effort in Congress to place more
restrictions on the use of assault weapons and tools used to convert legal semi-automatic
firearms into rapid fire or automatic weapons.
Yesterday, Governor Brown signed SB 620 by Senator Steven Bradford (D-Compton) and it will
become law January 1, 2018. PORAC cannot understand why the Governor and democratic
leaders would pass a law that allows criminals using a firearm in the commission of a crime to
not be charged with the use of that firearm.
PORAC has opposed the bill from the beginning, and for two serious reasons:


The current statutes relating to firearm enhancements already allow a judge to use
discretion in sentencing. Each enhancement section has various levels of sentencing
durations to be used by the judge on a case-by-case basis.



PORAC continues to have concerns over the passage of Proposition 57 and the early
release of prisoners who have not only committed serious crimes against the public, but
have usually left a trail of victims behind. The firearm enhancement sections of the
Penal Code oftentimes may be the only penalty keeping a convicted criminal from being
eligible for early parole under Proposition 57. By allowing a judge to eliminate, or not
impose, the firearm enhancement, the likelihood of dangerous criminals on the street
increases.

This measure is unfair to victims and dangerous for our communities.

The Peace Officers Research Association of California (PORAC) was incorporated in 1953 as a
professional federation of local, state and federal law enforcement agencies. Today, PORAC
represents over 70,000 public safety members and 930 associations, making it the largest law
enforcement organization in California and the largest statewide association in the nation.
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