PORAC Calls Lethal Force Legislation a Dangerous Rush to Judgment
AB 931 Written in a Political Vacuum
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Sacramento: PORAC has supported policies in the past to increase transparency and enhance
community trust. However, Assembly Bill 931 deceptively pretends that creating a checklist of what
constitutes necessary force instead of reasonable force is something more than irresponsible legislation.
The end result is that the public will be placed at greater risk.
PORAC believes strongly that we must work collaboratively with legislators, stakeholders and members
of the community to do everything possible to make the streets of California safer. We care deeply
about our neighbors for whom we have taken a pledge to protect and serve and we believe the
individual safety of every person with whom we come in contact is paramount.
The authors of AB 931 suggested that they wanted law enforcement input in the writing of their bill.
Unfortunately, law enforcement was not invited to the discussion when the bill was drafted and we
have learned about it only by watching their press conference.
Since we have not actually seen the complete language and can only go by what the authors explained is
the content of their bill, we are concerned that this reactionary legislation will handcuff peace officers
and their abilities to keep communities safe. Uses of force incidents occur quickly, and while we have
always supported greater training and body cameras, this legislation takes a dangerous new step. The
legislation will require officers in every rapidly advancing, extraordinarily dangerous situation to employ
a checklist that ultimately places everyone at risk.
Regardless of our early concerns, we intend to engage in the process and meet with the authors and
legislators to hopefully create policy that protects the public, respects the rights of every individual and
provides an understanding of the dangers associated with enforcing our laws and protecting the public.
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